The Happy Sheet

November 2015
Wilana Saturday Night Sail
November 14th   5:30 – 9 pm
Member and guest event. The sun will be setting as we leave the dock so it will possibly be a chilly in the dark sail!
Wilana Turkey Hangover Sail
Sunday, November 29th   1 – 5 pm                                                                                    
Member and guest event. Anything but turkey on this sail! Just a wind down for the last afternoon of the Thanksgiving weekend.
Tip of the Month: Don’t be a Turkey; Don’t Blame the Engine
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Sometimes the outboard engines don’t cooperate and start first time. At that point it’s time to slow down and work through the process:

1. Is there fuel and is the fuel line connected and primed?

2. Engine in neutral?

3. Choke in if the engine is warm, out if it is cold?

4. Is the clip under the stop button? 

5. Is the throttle in the start position?

6. Pull the starter cord firmly and fast, but leave a moment between each pull for the cogs and wheels of the starter mechanism to settle into place. Try this 5 times.

7. If after that the engine still won’t start there is a chance it has flooded. Push the choke in and the throttle all the way up and try 4 more times. As soon as it starts, slow the engine down.
8. Check for water flow. (Is the engine peeing?)
Charleston Trip
We only have one picture from the Saturday sunset of our trip to Charleston, probably because we were too busy on Saturday and too tired on Sunday! 15 knot plus winds from the NE made a scoot down to Bohickets too tempting so off we went. Port tack went across the waves making for a very roly ride and queasiness for just about everybody. Starboard tack was not as bad as the broad reach was with the waves letting us fly along at 7 and occasionally 8 knots. 
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The good weather was keeping spare slip space in the marina at a minimum. We asked for the big open tee dock with no other boat to mess with but it was reserved, so we got the slip upstream of a very new looking motor launch…..no pressure. Three practice approaches and very reliable dock line operators meant life was good. A great dinner jointly prepared by all aboard following the harder sail left half the crew asleep by 9:00! The other half were at a local hostelry trying to derive the origin of bananas being bad luck on a boat. We still don’t know.

Sunday’s journey back up the North Edisto River to the intra-coastal waterway through the Wappo Cut into Charleston was generally uneventful. Snoozing and dolphin spotting summed it up. It was interesting to travel this route at low tide as it made staying in the channel even more important. Docking (and departing) on the inside of the dock at the City Marina is about as different from our little docks at Lake Murray as you will get. Even with some rehearsal and practice outside it took 2 attempts. For more on the docking and departing adventures read beyond this general revue of the trip in the Happy Sheet. 
We packed a lot in two days! After cleaning up and leaving a tip for the French press coffee maker that bit the dust on Saturday we all left for our ride home a little wearier than we had expected to be, generally the sign of a good weekend.

Charleston Docking and Departing: Hindsight is 20/20
Any opinion in this section is all Brian’s. In the last 8 years I have left and returned to one dock or another, either teaching or for fun, somewhere between 1200 and 1500 times. I have done this in a marina with 2-5 knot tidal and river currents less than 20 times and only 5-10 times as skipper or helmsman! Plan and revue of our docking adventures in Charleston follows. It is important for me to thank the crew for going with my flow on this. If we do another trip there will be far more guest participation at the wheel.
Departing the City Marina: We were port side to the dock pointing bow first into the current wanting to travel with it out of the marina. Technique used: talk to the local skipper of the boat in front of you. Walk up the dock as he leaves watching closely and then copy what he does. The bow didn’t pop out as quickly as expected but this was the least stressful dockside maneuver of the weekend. 

Arriving at Bohickets Marina: The tide was coming in and we had to dock upstream of another boat on the end of a tee dock. Biggest fear: not stopping the boat from drifting back into the neighbor. Technique used: practice, practice, practice and make sure each dock line handler knows their specific job. We approached 3 times for practice and then used the spring line to stop the drift and breast lines to keep the boat against the dock. The landing was gentle and the dock lines were secure! 

Leaving Bohickets: The tide was going out and the other boat on the tee dock had left the night before, this should have been easy. Technique used: cast off and put it in forward because it seemed easy. Not the best bet. Going with the current minimized the flow of water over the rudder making the steering very sluggish. The tide was pushing us into the dock and the curve in the creek put the next dock and boat in a hazardous spot. The fenders kept us from scraping our hull and lots of gas and steering hard over kept us 3 feet from the boat in front. The confidence gained the evening before was misleading and quickly shattered! We should have backed away from the dock using the current to pull the stern from the dock to gain space and miss the other boat by 30 feet not 3!

Arriving at City Marina: The tide was coming in fast and there was no one to copy. Technique used: stay out of the marina until we ascertained what would work and what wouldn’t to maintain control of the boat. To get any flow over the rudder travelling with the current meant motoring way above idle speed.  We cut across the upstream side of an anchored boat while trying to figure out control and I still can’t believe we didn’t get their anchor line on our keel! The 2 options ended up being to try and get alongside going forwards and then use reverse to stop the boat against the dock or go past the slip and reverse back in. Instinct said forwards and stop but with an escape plan……the escape plan worked! We ended up going past the slip and backed in under total control with a gentle bounce on the fenders and great work by the dock line handlers (again) got us secure in no time!

Lessons learned and reinforced: Don’t forget the theory and plan, plan, plan then practice away from any obstructions and then plan some more. Don’t be afraid to be direct with your crew, they need to know exactly what is expected then the plan will work! Remember to thank them for a job well done! No matter how well the boat is handled up to the dock, if it is not attached effectively all will be for nothing. 
