The Happy Sheet
July 2018
Sailing Dreams
Most of us have some sort of Sailing Dream or future plan. This month I can tell you about a couple of those that are being fulfilled.
Back in 2007 I was at The Taste of Lake Murray and admiring the little stand with our silent auction donation on it when I over heard Janet Costley telling her husband, Keith, that the certificate was donated by who they were going to take sailing lessons with. I introduced myself and heard about their dream of living aboard in the Florida Keys. During their time with The Happy Sails Club, and in the space of a month they suggested that there is an invisible barrier at THE island stopping them going past it, only to call me a couple of weeks later to let me know they would be late because they were at the dam! They welcomed us into the community including their daughters wedding, they were also at my citizenship ceremony. Once they bought themselves a Hunter 28 for the lake we didn’t see so much of them in Hollow Creek but we kept up with their dream of life on board. Last month they sold their house and are currently moving their much larger sailboat to Hilton Head on the way to the keys! Bloody marvellously brilliant!
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The Basic Keelboat Class is designed as the first step on the road to cruising, be it like the Costleys or our group heading of to the Virgin Islands next week! My first sailing experiences were in the Caribbean and were what kindled the fire that burns inside me that is sailing. Next week I get to skipper some very competent sailiors on a Beneteau 48 with a plan to visit the places I dreamed of sailing around. It has been almost 25 years since I worked in that part of the world(before I could sail). I think the crew, with out too much hardship, may have to enjoy some times where I get quiet and contemplative. At the same time there should be a couple of firsts for some members of the crew, snorkeling in the crystal clear waters and actually having a passport stamped for the first time! 
Happy Sails Club Member Sailing July 6-16

We will be sailing through the Virgin Islands for 10 days that means I may not respond as quickly to phone calls, texts, or emails however please follow the same plan as usual for booking boats. If you don’t hear from me assume the boat is available. As usual if you get stuck or in a non-life threatening(not dangerous) situation call me. If I don’t get back to you promptly call Seatow at 803 957 0664 and they will come and get you. 911 is your last resort.
Purple Martin Trip, Saturday, July 21, 2018 5:30-10:30

Off to Bomb Island we will go! It’s a long trip so come prepared! Member and a guest.

Thursty Thirshday Meet at 6 for a 6:30 sail.
The racing means we are moving from Wednesdays for our weekly evening club sails. Brian will be there on July 5th but not the 12th.
Dark Sky Friday Sail, Friday August 10, 2018 7:00-10:00
A Sunset but no moon sail on It’s All Good

Fall Saturday Cook Out Series, 6:00pm, Aug 25, 2018

We will fire up the grill on the following evenings, August 25, September 29, October 27, November 17, and December 15. There will be a small charge to cover food and it will be BYObeverage.
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Tip of the Month: Don’t use single use disposable plastic! I can’t say I never use throw away plastic but I do feel more and more guilty about it…the more guilty I feel the more likely I will eventually stop! Every minute, nearly a million plastic beverage bottles are sold around the world. U.S. residents use almost one plastic bag each, every day. The plastic problem is the equivalent of dumping garbage truck full of plastic into the ocean every minute of every day. One million seabirds die annually from getting tangled in and/or eating plastic. Not that long from now the weight of plastic in the ocean will be greater than the weight of fish in the ocean.
